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Bloom Period

Scientific Name Common Name

Life Cycle 
(Annual, 
Biennial, 

Perennial)

Sun Exposure 
(Full, Part-

Shade, Shade)
Soil Type (Dry, 

Mesic, Wet) April May June July Aug Sept Oct Flower color Height Notes

Forbs (Wildflowers)

Achillea millefolium Yarrow P F, P D, M x x x x white, pink 1' - 3'

Agastache foeniculum Anise hyssop P F, P D, M x x x x purple 2' - 4' Rhizomatous

Agastache scrophulariifolia Purple giant hyssop P F, P D, M, W x x x x purple 5' - 6' Rhizomatous

Allium stellatum Prairie onion P F, P D, M x x pink 1' - 2'

Anaphalis margaritacea Pearly everlasting P F, P D, M x x x x white 1 - 3'

Anemone cylindrica Thimbleweed P F, P D, M x x white 2'

Aquilegia canadensis Columbine P F, P, S D, M x x x red 2'

Aralia racemosa Spikenard P P, S M, W x x green 4'

Artemisia ludoviciana Prairie sage P F, P D, M x x x green 2' - 3' Rhizomatous

Asclepias incarnata Swamp milkweed P F M, W x x x pink  3' - 4' Monarch host plant

Asclepias syriaca Common milkweed P F, P D, M, W x x x pink 3' - 4' Rhizomatous, monarch host plant

Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly milkweed P F, P D, M x x x orange 2' Monarch host plant

Asclepias verticillata Whorled milkweed P F, P D, M x x x white 2' Rhizomatous, monarch host plant

Astragalus canadensis Canada milkvetch P F, P D, M, W x x x white 3' Rhizomatous

Baptisia alba White wild indigo P F, P D, M, W x x white 4'

Campanulastrum americana Tall bellflower B P, S D, M, W x x x x blue 4' - 5'

Chamaecrista fasciculata Partridge pea A F, P D, M x x x yellow 2' - 3' Spreads readily by seed

Chamaenerion angustifolium Fireweed P F, P D, M, W x x pink 4'

Cirsium discolor Field thistle B F, P D, M x x x pink 6'

Coreopsis palmata Prairie coreopsis P F, P D, M x x x yellow 2' - 3' Rhizomatous

Dalea candida White prairie clover P F, P D, M x x x x white 2'

Dalea purpurea Purple prairie clover P F, P D, M x x x purple 2'

Doellingeria umbellata Flat-topped white aster P F, P M, W x x x white 4' - 5' Rhizomatous

Echinacea angustifolia Narrow-leaved purple coneflower P F D, M x x purple 2' Rhizomatous

Eryngium yuccifolium Rattlesnake master P F D, M, W x x x white 4'

Eupatorium perfoliatum Common boneset P F, P M, W x x x white 3' - 4'

Eurybia macrophylla Large-leaved aster P P, S D, M, W x x x white 1' Rhizomatous

Eutrochium maculatum Spotted Joe-pye weed P F, P M, W x x x pink 4' - 5'

Eutrochium purpureum Sweet Joe-pye weed P P, S M, W x x x pink 4' - 7'

Fragaria virginiana Wild strawberry P F, P, S D, M x x x white 6" - 9" Spreads by stolons

Galium boreale Northern bedstraw P F, P D, M, W x x white 2' Rhizomatous

Geranium maculatum Wild geranium P F, P, S D, M x x x x pink 1' - 3' Rhizomatous

Geum triflorum Prairie smoke P F, P D, M x x x pink 1'

Helenium autumnale Sneezeweed P F, P M, W x x x yellow 4'

Helianthus maximiliani Maximilian's sunflower P F, P D, M x x yellow 6' - 7' Rhizomatous

Helianthus pauciflorus Stiff sunflower P F, P D, M x x x yellow 4' - 5' Rhizomatous

Heliopsis helianthoides Oxeye sunflower P F, P D, M, W x x x x yellow 4' - 5' Aggressive

Heuchera richardsonii Prairie alumroot P F, P D, M, W x x x green 2'

Hypericum ascopyrum Great St. John's wort P F, P M, W x x yellow 4' - 6'

Liatris ligulistylis Meadow blazing star P F, P M, W x x pink 4' - 5' Monarch favorite

Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower B, P F, P M, W x x x red 4' Hummingbird favorite

Lobelia siphilitica Great blue lobelia P F, P M, W x x x x blue 2' - 3'



Lysimachia ciliata Fringed loosestrife P F, P, S M, W x x x yellow 2'

Lythrum alatum Winged loosestrife P F M, W x x x x pink 3'

Mentha arvensis Wild mint P F, P M, W x x x white 2' Rhizomatous

Mimulus ringens Monkey flower P F, P W x x x purple 2' - 3'

Monarda fistulosa Wild bergamot P F, P D, M, W x x x purple 4'

Monarda punctata Dotted mint P F, P D, M x x x purple 2' - 3'

Oligoneuron rigidum Stiff goldenrod P F, P D, M x x x yellow 3' - 4'

Penstemon digitalis Foxglove beardtongue P F, P D, M x x white 4'

Physostegia virginiana Obedient plant P F, P M, W x x pink 3' - 4' Rhizomatous

Polemonium reptans Jacob's ladder P F, P, S D, M, W x x x blue 1'

Pycnanthemum virginianum Virginia mountain mint P F, P M, W x x x x white 3' Rhizomatous

Ratibida columnifera Long-headed coneflower P F, P D, M x x x yellow 2' - 4'

Ratibida pinnata Gray-headed coneflower P F, P D, M, W x x x yellow 4' - 5'

Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed susan P F, P D, M, W x x x x x yellow 2' - 3'

Rudbeckia laciniata Green-headed coneflower P F, P, S M, W x x x x yellow 5' - 7' Rhizomatous

Rudbeckia triloba Brown-eyed susan B, P F, P D, M, W x x x yellow 4' - 5' Aggressive

Scrophularia lanceolata Lance-leaf figwort P P, S D, M, W x x x green 4' - 5'

Silphium laciniatum Compass plant P F, P D, M, W x x x x yellow 6' - 8'

Silphium perfoliatum Cup plant P F, P M, W x x x yellow 6' - 8'

Solidago flexicaulis Zig-zag goldenrod P P, S D, M, W x x x yellow 3' Aggressive

Solidago nemoralis Grey goldenrod P F, P D, M x x x yellow 2'

Solidago riddellii Riddell's goldenrod P F M, W x x x yellow 3'

Solidago speciosa Showy goldenrod P F, P D, M x x x yellow 3' - 4'

Symphyotrichum laeve Smooth blue aster P F, P D, M, W x x x blue 3' - 4'

Symphyotrichum novae-angleae New England aster P F, P M, W x x x purple 3' - 5' 

Symphyotrichum oblongifolium Aromatic aster P F D, M x x x purple 2' Rhizomatous

Symphyotrichum oolentangiense Sky blue aster P F, P D, M x x x blue 2' - 3' 

Symphyotrichum sericeum Silky aster P F, P D, M x x purple 1' 

Thalictrum dasycarpum Tall meadow rue P F, P M, W x x green 4' - 6'

Tradescantia bracteata Prairie spiderwort P F D, M x x x blue 1' Rhizomatous

Verbena hastata Blue vervain P F, P M, W x x x purple, blue 4' - 5'

Verbena stricta Hoary vervain P F, P D, M x x x x purple, blue 2' - 3'

Vernonia fasciculata Ironweed P F, P M, W x x x purple 4' - 6'

Veronicastrum virginicum Culver's root P F, P D, M, W x x x white 3' - 5'

Zizia aurea Golden alexander P F, P M, W x x x yellow 2' - 3' 

Grasses and Sedges

Andropogon gerardii Big bluestem P F, P D, M, W x x x x to 7' Warm season

Bouteloua curtipendula Side oats grama P F, P D, M x x 2' - 3' Warm season

Bouteloua gracilis Blue grama P F, P D, M x x x 1' Warm season

Carex brevior Shortbeak sedge P F, P, S D, M, W x x 1' Cool season

Carex vulpinoidea Fox sedge P F, P M, W x x 3' Cool season

Elymus canadensis Canada wild rye P F, P D, M, W x x x x 3' - 5' Cool season

Elymus hystrix Bottlebrush grass P P, S M, W x x x 3' - 4' Cool season

Panicum virgatum Switch grass P F, P D, M, W x x x 3' - 4' Warm season

Schizachyrium scoparium Little bluestem P F, P D, M x x x x 3' Warm season

Sorghastrum nutans Indian grass P F, P D, M x x 4' - 6' Warm season

Spartina pectinata Cord grass P F, P M, W x x x to 8' Rhizomatous, warm season

Sporobolus compositus Rough dropseed P F D, M x x x 3' Warm season

Sporobolus heterolepis Prairie dropseed P F, P D, M, W x x x 3' Warm season

Woody Shrubs and Vines

Amorpha fruticosa False indigo P F, P D, M, W x x x purple 9' - 12'

Ceanothus americanus New Jersey tea P F, P D, M x x x white 3'

Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbush P F, P M, W x x x white 9' - 12'

Spiraea alba Meadowsweet P F, P W, M x x x x white 4' - 5' Rhizomatous


